PART   II
AFTER a year's happy stay in Scotland, Mrs, Stevenson started on her return to Samoa in April 1894. The letters written at sea are omitted, as they practically repeat those of her earlier voyage ; while from her Australian correspondence only such extracts are given as seem to have interest in themselves, or that lead up to her arrival in Apia.
To explain some allusions it must be added that since she had left the island Samoa had passed into a state of serious unrest; the home papers were full of threatening rumours, and the latest news before she sailed was far from reassuring. In fact, it was not till she fairly landed at Apia that she knew whether she was to find there peace or war; as she herself says, an armed and guarded hotel, or a free and open road home to Vailima. But her anxiety was tempered by her knowledge of the tendency of public rumour to exaggerate, and by her confidence in the Samoan's love for Tusitala.
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